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him; when the love of friends and kindred is as nothing, and
faith in himself dies, then the thought of lying down in a
dreamless sleep which shall have no awakening is pleasant and
alluring to him. This thought may fit into the moods of dying
races or of descending souls; but it can never satisfy the
aspirations of the brave, the strong, the hopeful or the true-
hearted. XXII. THE BELIEF IN IMMORTALITY IS THE NATURAL
FAITH OF MANKIND. HERBERT SPENCER, in discussing the
origin and probability of moral and religious beliefs, asserts
that what great numbers have believed for long periods must
have some basis in truth, and adds: More especially may we
safely assume this in the case of beliefs that have long existed
and are widely diffused: and most of all so, in the case of
beliefs that are perennial...
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