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which the bottom stratum of the population is condemned to live is draining away the vitality and seriously
impairing the vigour of the community as a whole. The continued existence and, we fear, the spreading of this
morass does not infect alone those unfortunates whom it engulfs, and the rest of the wage-earning class who
are always slipping into it. By the heavy charges that it imposes on us for Poor Relief, hospitals, police and
prisons, it lays an unnecessary burden on those who are better off. By the diseases which it engenders and
spreads - for a hundred hidden threads of communication connect the slum and the square - it levies a needless
toll of death on the families even of the richest. By the deterioration in character and skill of the manual
workers whom it degenerates, it insidiously nibbles away at the profits of capital, and puts the enterprises even
of the ablest captains of industry increasingly at the mercy of Foreign Competition. Nothing will avail to save a
nation whose workers have decayed. From the standpoint of the strictest believer in Private Enterprise, of the
staunchest defender of the beneficent administration of the world by the propertied class, it is essential, on the
narrowest calculation of profit and loss, to clean up the base of society. To those who look to the substitution of
a deliberately ordered Co-operative Commonwealth for the present industrial anarchy, it will be obvious that
no such Collectivist community could stand for a...
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