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illustrated. 1821. Excerpt: . . . At last some men of spirit, who would not easily yield to difficulties, resolved to
make a third attempt, and fitted out two ships for the purpose. The command of them was given to James
Heemskirk; and those next in command were William Barenz in one of the ships, and John Cornelius Ryp in the
other. In the following chapter we shall see them set out. CHAPTER Il. Departure from Amsterdam. --Discovery
of the Bear Island and Spitzbergen. It was in the beginning of May, 1596, that our mariners set sail from
Amsterdam; on the 10th they passed Ulieland (one of the islands which form the boundary of the Zuyder Zee),
and entered the Northern Ocean. The weather was beautiful, and the wind favourable, so they sailed swiftly,
and in about four days found themselves in view of the Shetland Islands, which you see there in the map of
Europe between Scotland and Norway. Only think! more than one hundred and eighty leagues in four days!--
that may well be called fast sailing. They then steered directly for the North Pole. In a few days they found
themselves close by Iceland, in that part of the Northern Ocean where they had imagined the Northern Polar
circle was. By the 1st of June they had passed the seventieth degree north latitude. On this day, to their surprise,
the sun did not set; for they were now in regions where, during this season, the sun remains on...
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