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the promise of riches, countless seafarers poured out of the Iberian Peninsula and wider Europe in search of
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through Europe as the New World's people, animals, and plants ruptured prior assumptions about the biblical
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answers became more complex. Carl Linneaus developed a classification system and sent students around the
globe looking for specimens. Museums, botanical gardens, and philosophical societies turned their attention to
nature. National governments undertook explorations of the Pacific. Eminent historian Joyce Appleby vividly
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miserable trek of the "new Argonauts" across the Andes on their mission to determine the true shape of the
earth; and how two brilliant scientists, Alexander Humboldt and Charles Darwin, traveled to the Americas for
evidence to confirm their hypotheses about the earth and its inhabitants. Drawing on detailed eyewitness
accounts, Appleby also tells of the turmoil created in the all societies touched by the explorations. This
sweeping, global story imbues the Age of Discovery with fresh meaning, elegantly charting its stimulation of...
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