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Rev. W. H. Milburn, D. D., Chaplain to the Senate, offered the
following prayer: God of our fathers. Thy servants of this
Chamber are come together for the opening of the Fifty-
seventh Congress with kindly feelings each for the other, and
impressed with the sense of duty as their tasks are opening
before them. And yet there comes to us the oppressive sense of
an unspeakable loss, the departure of our friend and brother,
our father and the chief of the nation, by the hand of the
assassin. O Lord God, let Thy pity and grace come to all the
people of this land by reason of this unspeakable calamity. And
as Thy servant, the widow, sits alone and bereft, may Thy
comfort and consolation come to her. And grant. O Lord, that
we may duly feel the loss and sorrow attendant upon the
departure from...
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