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Bloodaxe Books Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Collected Poems: with Translations of
Jacques Prevert, A. S. J. Tessimond, Hubert Nicholson, A.S.J. Tessimond (1902-1962) was one of the most
individual, versatile and approachable voices in 20th century poetry. Influenced at first by the Imagists, his
poetry is remarkable for its lucidity and formal exactness and for its witty, humane depiction of life in the
modern city. Out of step with his contemporaries - both Pound and Eliot as well as Auden and his followers -
Tessimond was always a marginalised figure, publishing only three collections in his lifetime, one in each
decade from 1934 to 1958. Yet his work has been popular enough to be included in numerous anthologies and
has been a perennial favourite with listeners of radio programmes such as Poetry Please. This edition is a long
awaited reissue of the posthumous Collected Poems edited by his friend the writer Hubert Nicholson, who
characterised his poems as 'beautiful, shapely, well wrought and elegant, whether in public of private mode',
penetrating the heart of both London and England: 'His hallmark, his unique contribution to the body poetic, is
to be found in those poems encapsulating urban types - and the institutions that shape and demarcate their
lives, the popular press and radio, films, money, advertising, houses, tube stations, the implacable streets.He
wrote a good deal about love, its hopes and ecstasies and its frustrations and sadness.' As Nicholson has
pointed out, Tessimond wrote many poems in the first person, 'but they are not in the least egotistical. They are
imaginative projections of himself into types, places, generalised Man, even God or Fate.' He was 'entirely a man
of the city', his 'landscape' pieces depicting Hyde Park Corner, Chelsea Embankment, a Paris cafe and even an
overcrowded bus in...
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