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IODERN EUROPI the early eighteenth century. The five parts of the book cover
metaphysics and natural philosophy; the mind, the passions,
and aesthetics; epistemology, logic, mathematics, and
language; ethics and political philosophy; and religion. The
period between the publication of Copernicus s De

Revolutionibus and Berkeley s reflections on Newton and Locke
saw one of the most fundamental changes in the history of our
way of thinking about the universe. This radical
transformation of worldview was partly a response to what we
now call the Scientific Revolution; it was equally a reflection of
political changes that were no less fundamental, which
included the establishment of nation-states and some of the
first attempts to formulate a theory of international rights and
justice. Finally, the Reformation and its aftermath undermined
the apparent unity of the Christian church in Europe and
challenged both religious beliefs that had been accepted for
centuries and the interpretation of the Bible on which they had
been...
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