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illustrated. 1895 edition. Excerpt: . . . it may be mended. It is always below par. When heavy rain falls it is
seriously damaged. CHAPTER XIIl. EARTH-WORK. 627. Earth-work. --The term earth-work is applied to all the
operations performed in the making of the excavations and embankments to prepare them for receiving the
road-covering. In its widest sense it comprehends work in rock as well as in the looser material of the earths
crust. 628. Equalizing Earth-work is a term applied to the process of so adjusting the formation or sub-grade
level of an interred work that the earth from the cuttings shall be as nearly as possible sufficient to make the
embankments and no more. The art of making this adjustment by the eye upon a profile of the ground with
sufficient accuracy is soon acquired by practice. In most cases it is essential to economy in the cost of the work.
For any surplus of embankment over cutting must be made up by borrowing, and the earth from any surplus
of cutting over embankment must be wasted, both of these operations involve additional cost for labor and
land. But cases sometimes occur in which it is more economical to make an embankment from borrow-pits
close at hand than to bring the necessary material from a far-distant cutting on the line of the works, or in
which it is more economical to waste part of the material from a cutting than to send it to a far-distant
embankment on the...
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